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“Itinerant Dominican women, committed to collaboration,
 link their energy, resources, and personnel to preach the gospel."     Dominican Alliance Mission Statement
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Dates to Observe with Prayer and Action during November





Nov. 1		Feast of All Saints


Nov. 2		World Community Day


Nov. 4		Ramadan Ends


Nov. 8		Dorothy Day b. 1897


Nov. 9		Berlin Wall Down, 1989


Nov. 11	Veterans’ Day


Nov. 14	U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral on


			the Environment 1999


Nov. 18-20	Vigil to Close the SOA


Nov. 20	Universal Children’s Day


Nov. 24	Thanksgiving Day 


Nov. 25	Int’l Day for the Elimination of 			Violence against Women
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During the season of Ramadan (Oct 5-Nov 4) we try to be in solidarity with our Muslim brothers and sisters by showing gestures of respect and appreciation.





Muslims rely on the month of Ramadan to help inculcate values of simplicity, service, sharing, compassion, and mercy.





Prostitution is a Form of Modern Day Slavery


Who is the Victim?


	She is a human being, in many cases crying for help because selling her body on the street is not what she would choose to do voluntarily.  She is torn apart, she is dead psychologically and spiritually.  Each person has a different story, mainly one of violence, abuse, mistrust, low self esteem, fear, lack of opportunities.  Each has experienced deep wounds that need to be healed.  What are they looking for?  They seek relationships, love, security, affection and affirmation, a better future for themselves and for their families.  They want to escape poverty and lack of opportunities and to build a future.





Who is the “Client?”


	The “consumer” has deep-seated problems because he too, in a certain sense, is enslaved.  A large number are over 40 years of age, but there are an increasing number of younger men between 16-24 involved.  It is clear from research that men increasingly seek out prostitutes for reasons of domination rather than for sexual gratification.  In social and personal relationships they experience a loss of power and of masculinity and are unable to develop relationships of mutuality and respect.  They seek out prostitutes because it gives them an experience of total domination and control of a woman for a specific period of time. 


	The “client” needs more than social condemnation and having to face the full rigors of the law.  He must also be helped to face his deeper problems and to find other ways of dealing with his personal need.


Source : First International Meeting of Pastoral Care ‘For the Liberation of Women of the Street’ 








“The Church has a pastoral responsibility to promote the human dignity of persons exploited through prostitution and to advocate for their liberation and economic, educational and formative support.  The Church must take up the defense of the legitimate rights of women.”





Source: First Int’l Mtg. of Pastoral Care





A Voice from Iraq





“Lately I feel so tired.  There’s always a part of me that wants just to sleep, sleep and make all of THIS – the war, my government’s policies and actions, the counter-violence of the insurgency, all the greed and sin in the world – just go away for awhile.  I can identify with the apathy of citizens who give into violence: yes, just make the evil go away press the button, fire the missile, send the young ones off to war.  Take any way out.





There is no way out.  But there is a way through.  I tasted it the other day, when I was tired and wanted to hide, but instead went down the street to visit an Iraqi family.  On the way, I met little Huda in the street.  I gave her a kiss; she gave me a piece of candy.  Simple relationships, simple human connections – that’s the way through





Sheila Provencher, CPT





Global Warming





“As scholars we became interested in how religious institutions, congregations, and individuals approached the question of global warming not only because of its unquestionable relevance to our future, but also because of the multiple boundary-crossings this work involved – boundaries between religious liberals and conservatives, between Christians and Jews, and between religious and the secular environmental groups.  Moreover, because religious systems address that which is often ineffable and incomprehensible – life and death questions that speak to the heart of the human condition – we naturally wanted to know how the existential challenges of global warming (e.g. What does it mean for humans to willfully and dramatically alter their planetary home?) are being confronted within religious contexts.  Throughout our research we have asked: can religious framing motivate individuals to face a topic that seems so overwhelming and so filled with despair and fear and, if so, in what ways is such framing effective?”


Source: Rebecca Knedale Gould and Laurel Kearns from “An Overview of the Faith-Based Eco-Justice Movement in the US
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“Do we not have to ask ourselves why and how we have managed to blind and desensitize ourselves to a cultural status quo that promotes militarism, that accepts poverty as a given, that looks unblinking at the looming destruction of Earth’s precious life systems?”





Toward a Spirituality for Global Justice by Elaine Prevallet,, SL





Judith Hilbing, OP 	JHilbing@aol.com








